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Preface
In the spring of 2021, I learned of a project from the Los Angeles County Library 
called Hidden Heroes Historic Places. This project came out in response to 
the COVID 19 pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement. It resulted in 
an adult coloring book celebrating and amplifying unheard voices from the 
rich and diverse history of Los Angeles County. As a rural library with limited 
resources and staff, the thought of taking on a similar project here in Tehama 
County felt impossible. However, when the American Library Association put 
forth the opportunity for a grant called Libraries Transforming Communities: 
Focus on Small and Rural Libraries, I took a shot, and we were generously 
awarded the funding to make a Tehama County version of Hidden Heroes 
Historic Places. The following pages are our libraries’ attempt to shed light 
on Tehama County’s beautiful diversity, to amplify some previously unheard 
voices, and to hopefully share with you some important stories. We are proud 
to do this work in response to the COVID 19 pandemic, the Black Lives Matter 
movement, and the urgent need to tell new and different stories. While reading 
these pages, I hope that you will reflect on the question: what makes a hero? 

Todd Deck 
County Librarian 
Tehama County Library

the more you know 
about the Past 

the better Prepared 
you are for the future

Red Bluff Opera House 
Courtesy of Tehama County Library



forward
As a fourth-generation resident of Tehama County, I have both a penchant 
and vested interest in local history. My paternal great-grandfather served in 
the Northern army during the Civil War and came to Red Bluff to manage the 
county hospital shortly after. Having considerable foreknowledge of the county’s 
history I admit having some trepidation in taking on this project. But, as I began 
to delve deeper and deeper into the library archive I got “hooked.” I found 
fascinating stories of heroism and achievement, of individuals and cultures 
whose lives were filled with hardship, discrimination and disappointment who 
rose above the restrictions of the time. The commonality, the heroic qualities 
possessed collectively or within each individual: Perseverance, resiliency, 
compassion and daring, with honor and selflessness, devoid of fear; with focus 
on survival and the creation of a better quality of life for those to come.

This gift is meant to be shared multi-generationally, to educate, inspire, and 
give insight into the men, women and cultures within its pages that may not be 
commonly known, yet, have made a lasting positive impact on the Tehama County 
community during their lifetime and beyond. We celebrate the heroes who epitomize 
the best of our past; who deserve acknowledgement and recognition and to not 
merely exist as a memory in a family scrapbook or filed away in an archive. 

“Nothing is given to man on earth – the struggle is built into the nature of life, and 
conflict is possible – the hero is the man who lets no obstacle prevent him from pursuing 
the values he has chosen.” 
- Andrew Bernstein.

Georgia Wanee Scott 
Reference Librarian 
Tehama County Library

keIth LiNGenfeLter   
(1915-1984)
In 1979, Keith Lingenfelter, a family history researcher from 
Red Bluff, California, gave Special Collections Department, 
Meriam Library, a large group of family records he had compiled. 
Among these records were nearly 50,000 names of the early 
immigrant families and individuals who lived in or near 
Tehama County (including some from Butte, Colusa, Shasta and 
Glenn) from before 1850 well into the mid twentieth century.

This compilation was begun as a class project at Shasta 
College in 1962. Keith continued to work on it until 
his death in 1984. Besides the genealogy of married 
and unmarried persons in Tehama County the 
collection contains source materials used in his 
research, such as cemetery 
records, probate 
records, newspaper 
clippings, a listing 
of marriages, death 
certificates, census 
records and other 
miscellaneous research.

Just before his death 
the collection was 
given to Special 
Collections, Meriam 
Library. Through a 
series of donations 
from Tehama County 
friends and family the 
genealogy sections 
(Boxes 1- 19) have been 
published in book 
form. They can also 
be found on the web 
at www.csuchico.edu/
lbib/spc/lingenfelter 

suGGested 
actiVities

Visit the Meriam Library 
website at library.

csuchico.edu/collections/
northeastern-california 

and click on The Tehama 
County Pioneers (The 

Lingenfelter manuscript) 

Visit the Tehama County 
Library in Red Bluff and 

view the hard copy of The 
Tehama County Pioneers, 

by Keith Lingenfelter.

Visit the Tehama 
County Library in Red 
Bluff, Corning or Los 
Molinos and access 

Ancestrylibrary.com for 
genealogical research.



Alvin Arron Coffey, Sr., a 
pioneer resident of Tehama 
County, was instrumental in 
the encouragement of early 
schooling for Negro children 
in both Tehama and Shasta 
counties. He was the first 
person of African descent to 
join the California Society of 
Pioneers; born a slave in Mason 
County, Kentucky in 1822, he 
bought his freedom for $1000 
and arrived in California in 1849.

He homesteaded a small plot 
of land in Shasta County and 
during the Modoc Indian 
Wars provided horses to 
the U.S. Army and offered 
his services as a teamster.  
Later, Coffey operated a 
laundry and raised turkeys. 

Coffey moved to Tehama 
County, purchasing a farm 
adjoining Elder Creek on the 
north bank; and was issued 
a patent for 160 acres of land, 
north of the present Rancho 
Tehama Road and west of 
Paskenta Road. He acquired 
a homestead certificate with 
the purchase of an additional 
80 acres; the land where 
he and his wife Mahala 
raised seven children.

Alvin Coffey was instrumental 
in getting early California 
laws passed to permit the 
establishment of Negro schools. 
Through the 
efforts of the 
Coffey family, 
the Logans 
who bought 
2,000 acres at 
twenty cents 
an acre near 
the Coffeys 
on Oat Creek, 
and a third 
Negro family, 
the Robinsons, 
the project of 
establishing 
the first 
school for 
Negro children 
in California was a success. 

Oat Creek School (also 
referred to as the Logan 
School), was located on the 
Red Bluff – Paskenta Road, 
just south of Oat Creek. The 
school opened its doors to 
Negro and Indian children 
and a few whites. It burned 
down once but was rebuilt; 
Miss Sara Brown, daughter of 
abolitionist John Brown, and 
Mr. Graven were the teachers. 
One student, Clara Logan, 

was “…enabled to continue 
through Red Bluff High School, 
graduating in the pioneer class.”

Public education 
of non-whites 
was regarded 
as too liberal a 
policy by some 
citizens of that 
day. In spite of 
prejudices, and 
largely due to 
the prodding 
of these Negro 
families 
coupled with 
the efforts of 
John Brown’s 
survivors 
in Red Bluff, 

Tehama County 
is credited with having the first 
school to include non-whites 
in its educational program.

Oat Creek district was 
suspended for the school 
year 1950-51 when it was 
made part of the Gerber 
Union School District.

aLViN arroN coffey, sr. 
(1822-1902)

suGGested 
actiVities

Visit the site of Oat 
Creek School, about 

one-half mile south of 
Oat Creek just east of 

the Red Bluff-Paskenta 
Road, about nine 

miles from Red Bluff.

Read more about 
Alvin Arron Coffey, 
Sr. at the Tehama 

County Library.



Godfrey A. Humann was the 
internationally famous South 
Shasta Lines Model Railroad 
builder of Gerber. He had a love 
for trains even as a young boy 
and would go down to the train 
crossing to watch them go by 
whenever possible, wishing for 
the day that he may become a 
railroad engineer. The Humann 
Ranch was also known for the 
South Shasta Steam Threshing 
Bee held on Labor Day weekend 
from 1963 to 1987; one of 
California’s first threshing bees. 

At the age of 14, Godfrey, his 
parents and younger brother 
moved from Lincoln, Nebraska 
coming west to settle in Gerber 
in 1927. The 
family began 
their farming 
business 
by planting 
barley while 
Godfrey and 
his father also 
earned extra 
money helping 
with the rice 
harvests up 
and down 
the Northern 
Sacramento Valley.

In the early forties he purchased 
his own farm in Gerber and 
raised hay and grain. His early 
experience threshing grain, 
driving horse-pulled bundle 
wagons and binders turned 
him into a life-long threshing 
expert; maintaining a collection 
of antique farm equipment.

In 1950, the first spike was 
driven on a miniature railroad 
in the 36’ x 60’ basement of the 
Humanns’ home. Godfrey and 
his wife Betty started building 
the internationally known 
South Shasta Line, named so 
because it was south of Mt. 

Shasta, a replica of the Union 
Pacific Railroad that ran from 
Gerber to Dunsmuir in the 
1940’s and ‘50’s. As each town 

along the way to 
Dunsmuir was 
reached, Red 
Bluff in 1952, 
Anderson in 
1957, Redding 
in 1962, the 
mayor of that 
real town was 
invited to 
drive a silver 
spike. There 
was a live 
band to play 

upon the arrival 
of the first passenger train 
and again upon its departure. 
When Dunsmuir was reached, 
the line was finished, and 
a gold spike was driven 
by the mayor of Dunsmuir 
in 1992. The real railroad 
reached Dunsmuir in 1886.

Humann opened his basement 
display of the model railroad 
to public showings in the 
springtime and at Christmas. 
The completed 900-foot 
track running to Dunsmuir 
included many rare features, 
such as glowing fire boxes 
in the steam locomotives, 

Godfrey humaNn  
(1912-2009)

suGGested 
actiVity

“Eat on a train and 
sleep in a caboose…” 
Visit the Dunsmuir 

Railroad Park 
Resort 100 Railroad 

Park Road in 
Dunsmuir, California 

rrpark.com/

a miniature locomotive bell that rings, an 
operating sawmill and an old alfalfa mill that 
was a Gerber landmark. Spellbound visitors 
watched Blue Bonnet as she raced down the 
valley and laboring up the grade with the 
exhaust bouncing from the canyon walls…

April, 2008 (Humann was 95), was the last time 
to see old-time steam and gas powered farming 
equipment dating back to 1831 and the hour-long 

model railroad show. Over the years his guest 
book showed visitors hailed from hundreds of 
California towns, nearly all fifty states and many 
countries. The layout was featured in national 
magazines, including Model Railroading.



The Native Americans who inhabited the 
southwestern portion of Tehama County were 
the Nomlaki. They lived in villages of 25 to 
200 people, under the leadership of a chieftain. 
The chief’s house was larger than the others 
and formed the center of the village, facing the 

water source. In addition to 
serving as the chief’s 

residence, it was the men’s house and focal point 
of village life. The most common house plan 
consisted of digging a hole 3-4 feet deep and 10 
feet across, erect an upright post in the center 
about six feet high, lay poles from the edge of 
the hole to rest on the top of the center pole, 
and cover the poles with grass and finally dirt.

The Nomlaki’s primary foods were acorns, grass 
seeds and tubers, deer, elk, rabbits, birds, and 
fish. All men hunted, but some specialized in 

certain techniques and methods. Hunting 
was done both in groups and individually 

with bows and arrows, clubs, nets, snares, 
and traps. Women, often working in 

groups, gathered many different 
seeds, tubers and acorns.

The Nomlaki were not a 
wealthy tribe in comparison 
to mountain tribes, or other 

tribes farther north. 
Their basketry was 

crude and they 
depended 

on other 
tribes for 
their finery; 
exchanging 

goods by trading 
food, mainly dried 
meat and salmon 

and some prepared 
buckeye. In 

return they 

NomLaKI trIbe 
Native Americans of Southwest Tehama County 
(prehistory–present)

might receive fine baskets, 
eagle feathers and of prime 
importance, yew wood, which 
was highly prized for bows. 
The yew tree grows only at 
higher elevations outside 
the Nomlaki tribal lands, 
and while bow-makers also 
used the local juniper, they 
preferred the superior yew.

 The Paskenta Rancheria was 
created, along with other 
Wintu Rancherias, in 1906 and 
1909. In 1920, the rancheria 
was 260-acres. In 1959, the 
rancheria was terminated under 
the California Rancheria Termination Act, and 
the lands were sold to non-Native peoples. 
Despite the denial of federally recognized tribal 
status, the Paskenta Band maintained its tribal 
identity and culture while it worked for 
restoration as a Native American tribe. 
Finally, in 1994, the federal government 
restored the Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki Indians to full tribal 
status. The current rancheria 
is 2000-acres large.

The Paskenta Band is 
headquartered in Corning, 
California and the current 
tribal chairperson is Andrew 

“Dru” Alejandre, who 
succeeds Andy Freeman 
and Everett Freeman, 
who was instrumental in 
the tribe regaining their 
tribal recognition.

The Tribe established the 
Rolling Hills Community 
Development Foundation, 
which supports local groups 
in their efforts to improve 

and develop the North State. 
The Foundation funds programs with the end 
goal of higher education, education related 
activities that better the economic landscape 
of local counties, and activities that further 

the goals of improving the quality 
of life for local residents and 

surrounding communities.

suGGested 
actiVities

Visit Corning, California 
and view the murals 

on Solano Street 
representing the 

Nomlaki Tribe and 
Native American culture.

Visit the Rolling Hills 
Casino and Resort in 
Corning, California 

rollinghillscasino.com/ 



Kendall E. Carlson or “Swede” as he was known, 
was born in Red Bluff, California. He joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force, earning his wings 
in December 1940 prior to America’s entry 
into World War II. When the United States 
established the 4th Fighter Group in England, 
Swede joined them in March 1943. He was 
assigned to the 336th Fighter Squadron flying 

P-47 Thunderbolts, with which he scored his first 
victory. Later, flying the new Mustangs, he shot 
down three Me-110s in battles during March.

During World War II, Carlson became a U.S. 
Army Air Force ACE, credited with shooting 
down 6 enemy aircraft in aerial combat. On 
25 February 1945, while strafing Kothen 
Aerodrome, he crash-landed on the airfield but 
climbed out on the wing to direct the rest of 
the destruction. He was taken 
prisoner and headed for 

POW incarceration, 
where he 

keNdaLL e. carLsoN  
(1919-1977)

remained until his return to 
U.S. Military Control at the end 
of hostilities in May of 1945.

Carlson was awarded the 
Prisoner of War Medal for 
actions during World War 
II. After he was released and 
returned to the States, he 
next became involved in the 
Korean War, where he flew 
combat missions with the 12 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
from July 1950 to January 
1951. During this time, he 
was promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel. He left the Air Force 
in April 1951 and returned to Red 
Bluff, where he lived until his death in 1977. 

Decorations: Distinguished Flying Cross (3 
OLC), Air Medal (12 OLC), Presidential Unit 
Citation, Purple Heart, European-African-
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal (with 5 bronze 
stars), POW Medal, American Campaign Medal, 
American Defense Medal, Korean Service Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, United Nations 
Service Medal, World War II Victory Medal.

suGGested 
actiVity

Visit the Red Bluff Air 
Force Station (19725 
Ridge Road); a Cold 

War station established 
in 1956. The Pentagon 
announced the closure 

of Red Bluff AFS and the 
deactivation of its 859th 
Radar Squadron in 1970. 

A small portion of the 
site was transferred to 

the FAA and by the end 
of 1972, the remainder 

of the station was 
transferred to Tehama 
County, who developed 
it into Ridgeway County 

Park www.co.tehama.
ca.us/ridgeway-park 



morton armour kaer  
(1903-1992)

Born in Omaha, Nebraska, Mort Kaer was a world-famous 
athlete as a track star, and an All-American collegiate 
and professional football player. As a young boy, he 
developed his athletic skills throwing stones in the 
Sacramento River and running across fields and 
hurdling barbed wire fences in the Antelope area.

At Red Bluff High School (class of 1922), Mort set a state 
high school record by long jumping 23 ¾ feet. As a young 

man he became nationally famous as an Olympic track athlete 
and a USC halfback. At the 1924 Summer Olympics in Paris, he 

placed fifth in the Olympic pentathlon competition, and 
upon returning to Red Bluff was greeted at the train 

station by a band. Following the Olympics, he 
spent the rest of the summer with his parents 

in Antelope and returned to USC where 
he had accepted a football scholarship 

Playing for the USC Trojans, 
1924-1926, Mort went from a 
145-pound freshman to a172-
pound All-American halfback 
and gained the nickname 

“Devil May” Kaer. He set a 
school record by scoring 19 
touchdowns that lasted forty-
three years, broken in 1968 by 
O. J. Simpson. After his college 
career, Kaer played one year of 
professional football with the 
Frankford Yellow Jackets of 
the National Football League.

Feeling homesick, Kaer 
returned to Northern 
California and in 1944 he 
coached and taught at Weed High School 
until retiring in 1972; accumulating a 

remarkable record of 187-47-
7 over 28 years in which his 
teams won 17 conference 
championships. As a coach, 
he tried to impress on his 
players the same ideas that 
made him a small, but durable 
running back. He believed “if 
you’re in perfect shape you 
can get knocked around.” 

Mort “Devil May” Kaer 
was elected to the College 
Football Hall of Fame in 1972.

suGGested 
actiVities

Take a drive along Kaer 
Avenue in the Antelope 
area of Tehama County 
which runs from Belle 

Mill Road to where 
it turns into Paynes 
Creek Road behind 
Berrendos School.

Attend a high school, 
college or professional 

football game.



cLair enGLe  
(1911-1964)
Born in Bakersfield, Clair Engle, 
“The Pride of Red Bluff,” was a politician 
who served as a United States 
Senator from California from 1959 
until his death in 1964. A member 
of the Democratic Party, he is best 
remembered for participating in the vote 
breaking the filibuster of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 in the U.S. Senate while partially 
paralyzed and unable to speak. He 
previously served in the California 
State Senate January to August 
1943 and U. S. House of 
Representatives from August 
1943 until January 1959. 

He attended public schools 
in Shasta and Tehama 
counties; his fellow 
students at Red Bluff High 
School elected him student 
body president. Engle 
graduated from Chico 
State Teachers College 
in 1930; attended the 
University of California 
Hastings College of Law, 
graduating in 1933 and 
admitted to the California 
bar the same year. He was 
elected District Attorney 
of Tehama County at age 
twenty-three, California 
State Senator at thirty-one, 
Congressman at thirty-
two, and a United States 
Senator at forty-seven.

As a U. S. House of Representative, from 1944 
and re-elected to the following six Congresses, 
Engle’s district consisted of 18 counties in 
Northern California. With only the district in 
Nevada being physically larger, he used his 
pilot’s license to campaign and meet with 
constituents. Sometimes he was jokingly referred 
to as “Congressman Fireball” because of his 
activity, his colorful language, the location of 
the geologically active Mount Lassen in his 
district, and the clouds of smoke from his cigars!

Engle sponsored several major expansions of 
the California Central Valley Project as well 

as the Saline Water Conversion 
Research Program, 

and a low-interest 
loan program 
relating to 
small irrigation 
projects. 

Also, a key supporter of the Taft-
Hartley Act, which did not prevent 
him from being nominated by both 
parties when he sought re-election

Senator Engle underwent surgery to remove 
a brain tumor on August 24, 1963, leaving 
him partially paralyzed, forcing him to 
miss several Senate sessions; ultimately 
withdrawing from his re-election campaign. 

On June 10, 1964, during the roll call for the 
historic, successful effort to break the filibuster 
on what would become the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, when the clerk reached “Mr. Engle”, there 
was no reply. The tumor had robbed him of his 
ability to speak. Slowly lifting an arm, he pointed 
to his eye, thereby signaling his affirmative vote 

“aye”.  The cloture vote was 71–29, four votes 
more than the two thirds required to end the 

filibuster and days later, the Senate 
approved the Act itself. Engle 

died in Washington, D.C., 
a month and a half later 
with over 3,000 mourners 
attending his funeral 
in Red Bluff at the first 

Methodist Church; he’s 
buried at Oak Hill cemetery.

suGGested 
actiVities

Visit Clair Engle Park 
in Shasta Lake, CA at 
www.cityofshastalake.

org/553/Parks

Visit and honor this local 
politician at his gravesite 

at Oak Hill cemetery in 
Red Bluff, California.



feLiX cooper   
(1912-1997)
Felix Cooper, born in Pelican, Louisiana, in May of 1912, 
was among the best African-American rodeo contenders 
of the 1940’s and early 1950’s. In pursuit of his dream 
to become a cowboy, Cooper joined Milt Hinkle’s Wild 
West Show in 1930 and entered his first professional rodeo 
in 1934. He joined the ranks of the Cowboys Turtle 
Association (CTA) when it first organized in 1936.

Cooper experienced the racial prejudice then 
common in American society, often taking 
fourth-place money for a first-place 
performance. He rode the great bucking 
horse, Steamboat, in both 1937 and 
1938, and handled other outlaws 
like Hell’s Angel and Sidecar. His 
persistence, skill and honesty were 
such that, in the early 1940’s, he 
served as the first African-American 
arena judge in professional rodeo — 
voted in by his cowboy peers. Cooper 
became a rodeo bullfighter in the late 
1930’s, and throughout the 1940’s and into the 
1950’s. Retiring from the arena in 1956 he held a 
national reputation as one of the best in the sport 
and later developed into a famous rodeo clown. In 
1968 he was presented a gold 
Rodeo Cowboys Association 
life membership card by 
then World Champion 
Cowboy Larry Mahan. 

When Mr. Cooper left the 
rodeo circuit, during the 
1950’s, he came to Red Bluff 
and operated the shoeshine 
stand in Peter Lassen Square.

suGGested 
actiVities
Visit the Red Bluff 

Round-Up Museum 
www.redbluffroundup.

com/p/museum

Attend the annual Red 
Bluff Round-Up www.

redbluffroundup.com/ 

barbara Jean crowLey    
(1927-1996)
A native of Los Angeles, Barbara graduated from 
Stanford University with a bachelor’s in graphic 
arts and also received her teaching credentials 
from California State University, Chico. She 
was the first female to be elected to the Board 
of Supervisors in Tehama County in 1974 and 
Chairwoman for the Board in 1978 and 1982.

While serving as a Tehama County supervisor, 
Barbara chaired the County Supervisors 
Association of California Committee on 
Resources and Energy Policy. In 1984 
former Governor George Deukmejian 
appointed her as the California Energy 
Commission’s environmental member and 
she was named to a second five-year term 
in 1989, (Vice Chair of the Commission 
in ’85 and ’87 – retiring in 1994.)

While serving on the Commission Barbara 
was a strong advocate of energy 
efficiency as a way to help consumers 
save money and prevent pollution. As 
a former teacher and a member of the 
Tehama County Board of Supervisors, she 
became familiar with environmental and air 
quality issues while raising walnuts, almonds, 
prunes and olives 
in Tehama 
and Glenn 
counties.

Ms. Crowley 
also held the 
position of 
President of 
the Regional 
Council 

of Rural Counties, and in 1981 and 1982 was 
Chairwoman of both the National Association 
of Counties Public Lands Committee and the 
County Supervisors Association of California 
Committee on Resources and Energy Policy. 

suGGested 
actiVity

Attend a Tehama County 
Board of Supervisors 

meeting www.co.tehama.
ca.us/government/246-
board-of-supervisors 



sam Lee  
(Late 1800’s–1920’s)
Sam Lee, was known to be the 

“last Chinese in Tehama.” 
He ran a store beside 
the house he owned 
in Vina and also 
had a restaurant 
in Tehama called 

“Sam Lee Fung 
Jung.” Sam had 
an extensive 
garden (next to 
Bill Storrs) and 
gardens across 
the river by the 
old Sesma Mill. 
Lee, and Charley 
Peanuts his 
chief gardener, 
used an old 
broken down 
horse to cultivate 
the ground and 
delivered produce in 
a wire paneled truck 
throughout Tehama 
and Gerber. 
He was 

fondly remembered by many 
he’d helped during the 

war by supplying them 
with vegetables.

Sam Lee and 
Charley were the 
last Chinese in the 
city of Tehama’s 

“Chinatown” which 
at one time had the 

largest Chinese 
section of any 
city in California 
outside of San 
Francisco. Many 
of the residents 
planted 

large gardens, 
raising much of the 

vegetables consumed 
in the city. For several 

years, Southern Pacific 
railroad ran an overnight 

train to San Francisco 
to handle the gardeners’ 

produce.

Over the years many Chinese were buried 
in the Tehama Cemetery. Their bodies were 
disinterred and sent to China where most were 
born. Sam Lee, the last of the Chinese residents, 
oversaw this project before he left for China.

The first Chinese arrived in America four years 
after the Revolutionary war, then in 1849 they 
began their big migration to California – to 
the Gold Mountain. Discrimination against 
them was widespread and cruel with 
numerous laws passed to exclude 
then from the mines. Many turned 
to other occupations, to the eternal 
benefit of the entire region. They 
believed that labor was honorable, 
and were excellent workers for 
almost no pay or benefits. 

Highlights are the building of the Central Pacific 
Railroad; the transformation of the bottom land 
in fertile Northern California; the construction 
of dams and walls; the agricultural work which 
provided the impetus which enabled California 
to develop into a stronger position nationally 
much earlier than was otherwise possible.

suGGested 
actiVities

Take a drive along Rio 
Street (formerly Main 

Street) in Red Bluff; 
the location of a small 

Chinatown. The last 
of these homes in the 

Chinese section was torn 
down in 1957 revealing 

deep cellars and tunnels 
which ran from one 

house to another.

Travel to see the rock 
walls built by the Chinese 

throughout many parts 
of Tehama County.



At the Western Regionals they defeated 
a New Mexico team, also Washington 
State, and Utah. The last deciding game 
before Williamsport and the World 
Series games, before a crowd of 
twelve thousand, brought victory 
over San Ri, a team from the 
San Bernardino area. Everyone, 
including the losing team, was 
pleased a California team was 
going to the World Series. In 
Williamsport, PA they defeated 
Canada earning the team 
the right to play Venezuela, 
and winning 4-3. At this point 
they were ready for the big one! 

The game against Taiwan was 
televised live to China and filmed 
by ABC. Red Bluff had defeated 
fifteen straight opponents to get 
this far, while Taiwan had won seven 
games. Their big win was not to be; the 
final score, Taiwan 12, Red Bluff 1.

Fourteen young men in the summer of 1974 
put Red Bluff, California in Tehama County 
on the world map. The team’s photograph 
with President Gerald Ford is displayed 
in the Tehama County Courthouse. 

suGGested 
actiVities

Attend a Little League 
Baseball game.

Visit the Tehama County 
Courthouse to see the 
1974 Red Bluff Little 

League team’s photograph 
with President Ford.

chaMPions of the 
WesterN hemisphere 
Red Bluff Little League  
(1974)
In the spring of 1974 the Little League 
Baseball season began in Red Bluff; the 
coaches and managers volunteering their 
time, and hoping to choose a winning team 
of eleven and twelve year olds. They knew 
some of the kids from the previous year and 
planned their strategy to get the good ones 
on the teams. They didn’t have a clue at that 
time how good they would turn out to be. 

The first games were played July 18-19th at 
Happy Camp with Mark Keluche pitching; they 
had a 7-0 victory over the All-Stars from Happy 
Camp…and so it began. Their winning streak 
continued, next to Cottonwood, then Anderson 
to Chico beating Sutter and Sacramento. They 
beat San Mateo and then Stockton and with 
their victory at San Lorenzo each received a 
white windbreaker with the Red Bluff 
Little League All-Stars on it.



who have long had to navigate a legal 
thicket to maintain a work force.

In 2019 a new program (previously used in 
other California counties) was launched in 
Tehama County bringing 200 Mexico foreign 
nationals to Red Bluff as agricultural workers 
harvesting strawberries. The employees were 
selected through a labor contractor who went 
to Mexico and conducted “several hundred 
interviews” choosing 200 from that number 
to be employed at a federally mandated wage. 
The program offered encouragement and 
fostered more reliable workers, who in the 
past may have had to move on to another job 
for higher wage or better conditions. In the 
year where COVID was taking its toll on the 
county, these workers were given housing at 
the fairgrounds, while the program provided a 
$95,000 boost to the fairground’s budget and 
supported the local agriculture industry. 

suGGested 
actiVities

Support local agriculture 
by patronizing one 
the many seasonal 

farmer’s markets and 
fruit stands throughout 

Tehama County.

Travel to Corning, 
California and view the 

mural on the outside 
of the Corning library 

depicting the seasonal 
olive harvest, painted by 
local artist Ryan Ramos.

meXicaN 
aGricuLturaL 
WorKers 
Tehama County 
(1900’s-present)
“Labor is prior to, and independent 
of, capital. Capital is only the 
fruit of labor, and could never 
have existed if labor had not first 
existed. Labor is the superior of 
capital, and deserves much the 
higher consideration.” 
- Abraham Lincoln (1861)

Walk into olive orchards in 
Tehama County and the “plunk, 
plunk” sound of olives dropping 
into buckets will resonate 
as olive pickers harvest this 
seasonal crop. With the migration 
of seasonal agricultural workers, 
this increased labor force makes 
it possible for growers to get fruit 
off the trees before it over-ripens.

The state of California produces 1/3 of 
the nation’s vegetables and 2/3 of the 
nation’s fruits and nuts. Documenting the 
role that Tehama County agriculture 
is a local economic driver, in 2017 
it contributed $679.1 million to 
the county economy; fruit and nut 
crops were 70.6% of that amount.

Migrant workers face many hardships; 
lacking educational opportunities 
for their children, living in poverty 
and terrible housing conditions, with 
deportation being their biggest fear. 
But the coronavirus pandemic brought 
an unusual kind of recognition to 

the job of field worker, now deemed 
“essential” to the country by the federal 

government. Migrants can carry a letter 
from their employer declaring that the 

Department of Homeland Security 
considers them “critical to the food 
supply chain” and are suddenly 
recognized as contributing. 

For workers, the fact 
that they are now 

considered 
both illegal 

and essential 
is an irony not 
lost on them nor 
their employers 



William Randolph Hearst had purchased parts 
of the monastery in 1931 and shipped 10,000 
stones to San Francisco but ended up giving 
them to the city as part of an arrangement to 
abate taxes that he owed. Abandoned in Golden 
Gate Park for decades, the stones were noticed by 
Father Davis, abbot of the Abbey of New 
Clairvaux. He eventually made a deal 
with the city to get 1,300 stones 
and handle the reconstruction. 
In 2004, after raising $7 million, 
the construction of the chapter 
house began outside the cloister 
of the Abbey. The Sierra 
Nevada Brewing Company 
partnership aided in 
financing the project 
which was completed 
and dedicated as 
the Monastery 
Church in 2013.

suGGested 
actiVities

Visit the Abbey of New 
Clairvaux in Vina, California 

www.newclairvaux.org/

Visit the Tehama County Library 
to learn more about Peter 

Lassen, pioneer of California 
and view the original Plat 

Map of the Bosquejo Rancho

tehamacountyhistory.org/
omeka/items/show/770

“Clairvaux derives from the Latin clarae 
vallensis…valley of light or clear valley.”

The Bosquejo Rancho granted to Peter Lassen 
is the current location of the Abbey of New 
Clairvaux in Vina, California, purchased by the 
Trappist monks coming from Kentucky in 1955. 

The Trappists are a Roman Catholic 
order founded in 1098 with the Rule 
of St. Benedict as their guide. While 
living out their contemplative lives 
of work and prayer, they serve 
in mutual charity and offer 
hospitality. Monasteries 
are renowned as places 
of refuge, for travelers 
seeking a safe, clean 
place with food and 
drink. In the tradition 
of the self-sustaining 
economy of the Order, 
the New Clairvaux 
Vineyard, and their prune 
and walnut orchards 
provide financial support; 
allowing them to preserve 
their sacred traditions 
for over 900 years.

The Trappists are not the first to cultivate 
Vina’s soil; some of California’s most innovative 
and industrious winemakers have done so for 
more than 150 years. Geologists attribute the 
characteristics of Vina Loam to volcanic silt 
carried from Mt. Lassen to the mouth of Deer 
Creek at the Sacramento River. Tradition claims, 
Peter Lassen went by horse back to Missions in 
southern California and obtained vine cuttings. 
When Henry Gerke acquired the Bosquejo from 
Lassen he produced choice wines having a wine 
cellar on the banks of Deer Creek, and became 

Tehama County’s leading vintner in 1867.

Leland Stanford purchased the land in 
1881 initially planting 1,200 acres of 
grapes that winter; eventually building 

the Ranch to some 60,000 acres 
and constructing a two-and-a-

half-acre wine cellar, using 
2,400,000 bricks made in 

Roseville, California.

In 1955, it was acquired by 
Trappist monks. Father 

Thomas X. Davis, one 
of the original group of 
monks was instrumental 

in acquiring the famous 
13th. century stone Chapter 

House from the city of San 
Francisco. The structure was 
originally built between 1190 

and 1220 in Spain as part of the 
Santa Maria de Ovila monastery.

trapPist moNKs 
and the abbey of 
NeW cLairVauX  
Fr. Thomas X. Davis 
(1955-present) 



base commander however, did forward 
the patrolman’s report to the Portland Air 
Force Defense Sector for Investigation; 
and a complete report also went to 
Sacramento. McClellan Air Force Base 
sent a supervisory investigator Duane 
Bilslend, and assigned Lt. Snyder of the 
local radar base to aid in the investigation. 
Bilslend’s report was sent to Wright-
Patterson field in Ohio where the Air Force 
maintains a UFO evaluation center.

Sheriff Lyle Williams and Deputy A. 
D. Perry also spent several hours at 
the Inskip Butte fire lookout station 
scanning the skies for a reappearance 
of the phenomena, however, the 
mysterious “objects” did not make 
an appearance. According to the 
sheriff’s office, the objects had been 
previously seen for several nights by 
Laura Jones, lookout at the station.

Life was placid in the small northern 
California town of Corning with its rural 
farms and pastoral settings, that is until 
one memorable night in August, 1960.

Near midnight, while traveling east of Corning 
on Hoag Road, two CHP officers saw a huge 
object, as large as an airliner, falling from the 
sky; stopping, they leaped from their patrol 
car, afraid it may fall on their vehicle! Noticing 
complete silence and believing the craft’s 
engines to be off, they watched as it continued 
to fall rapidly to an altitude of about 100 feet 
then suddenly reversed direction. At that 
point, it climbed to approximately 400 feet, 
stopped, and hovered.

The patrol officers observed 
that the oblong-shaped 
object was surrounded 
by a glow; they described 
red lights at each end and 
along the sides with white 
lights in the center. As they 
watched in amazement it 
began to move, performing 

“unbelievable aerial feats.”

At this point they called the 
sheriff’s office which called 
the local radar base to report. 
The base said they were 
tracking an unidentified object 
but didn’t say the two were the same. As the 
patrolmen continued to watch, the object came 
directly at their vehicle sweeping the area with 

a “violent” red light. When they 
turned their car’s red 
light toward it, it 
immediately 
moved 
away. Slowly 
moving east, 
officers Scott and 
Carson followed it until 
reaching the Vina plains fire station 
(CAL FIRE) where a similar object coming from 
the south approached at which point the two 
stopped and stayed in one position for quite 
some time. After watching this unbelievable 

sight, the patrolmen returned 
to the local sheriff’s office. 

That evening eight officers, 
reported seeing “flying 
saucers.” In addition to 
the CHP officers, three 
sheriff’s deputies and three 
city policemen saw what 
they described as a slowly 
moving object with red 
and white lights, at a low 
altitude. The patrolmen also 
stated they experienced 
radio interference every 
time the object came 
close to their vehicle.

That week officials at the radar base claimed 
no knowledge of the strange object and 
denied tracking it on their radar screens. The 

suGGested 
actiVities

Explore the path of the UFO 
from Hoag Road east of 

Corning to the Vina plains.

Visit the Radar Base, 
formerly the Red Bluff Air 
Force Station, now known 

as Ridgeway Park west 
of Red Bluff, California 
www.co.tehama.ca.us/

ridgeway-park

ufo siGhtiNG  
Corning, California 
(August 13, 1960)



aLIce standish 
mathIsen     
(1912–1986)
Alice was born in Glendale, Oregon in 1912, later moving 
with her parents to Klamath Falls. She attended both 
elementary and high school in Klamath Falls, graduating 
at age 16. Alice attended and graduated from the University 
of Oregon returning back home again at the beginning 
of the Great Depression. While working at the Klamath 
Falls Library, she met her husband and married in 1939. 

The Mathisens made the decision to move from Oregon to 
California; and with their two young sons they came to the 
Corning area in August 1946. While living in Corning Alice began 
work as a library clerk in Red Bluff. The Tehama County Library 
was located in the basement of the courthouse when she first 
started in 1951. She did everything from cataloging to helping 
with circulation and reference work. Part of her work 
week included driving the book mobile and traveling to 
all the outlying branch libraries throughout the county. 
Determined to continue her education, and with the 
support of her husband who’d promised she could 
finish school, Alice enrolled in UC Berkeley Library 
School; attending in the summer, and earned her 
Master’s in Library Science. With the retirement of former 
librarian Lillian Nisbet, Alice was hired as the Tehama 
County Librarian and served the community and county 
citizens for twenty-five years until her retirement in 1977.

While Mrs. Mathisen served as Tehama County Librarian 
the lengthy and complex matter of consolidating the city and 
county libraries was accomplished. Alice was much loved and 
well respected throughout the county as a member of the 
Corning Business and Professional Women’s organization, 
Soroptimist Club of Red Bluff, American Library 
Association, National Library Honor 
Society and the Friends of the Library 
in both Red Bluff and Corning.

suGGested 
actiVities

Register for a library 
card at the Tehama 
County Library in 
Red Bluff, Corning 

or Los Molinos www.
tehamacountylibrary.org 

Join the Tehama County 
Friends of the Library 
and lend your support 
to our libraries. www.
tehamacountylibrary.

org/locations/red-
bluff/tehama-county-
friends-of-the-library 
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PreserVe your famiLy history 
and PersonaL heroes...

diGitize famiLy Photos, fiLMs, 
and Videos at the 

tehama county Library 
retro-techNoLoGy Lab


