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Forward
“A book is a present you open again and again…”

This phrase immediately comes to mind when Tehama County Hidden Heroes 
is mentioned. The outpouring of community support, engagement, conversation 
and education brought about by this book has lent itself to the production of this 
second volume you hold in your hands. Many of the individuals featured here come 
from suggestions made by our community; people that have touched their lives 
and the lives of future generations. They share the same qualities of perseverance, 
resiliency, compassion and daring, dictated by honor and selflessness, with a 
constant focus on the creation of a better quality of life for those to come. 

We need heroes first and foremost as they help define the limits of our aspirations, 
and we largely define our ideals by the heroes we choose. Learning about them 
can inspire children with reverence and awe – and motivate them to be heroic 
themselves. By exemplifying cherished values, and displaying qualities we 
admire, heroes show us how to overcome challenges and call us to stand up for 
others. During difficult times, they nurture hope and help us cultivate fortitude. 
Talking with children about heroic qualities (empathy, courage, compassion) 
and the people they see around them who are displaying those qualities 
right now will nourish their inner hero to care for themselves and others.

With this gift, we recognize and celebrate the heroes of our 
past as we bring the legacy of their inspiration to our present 
community and likewise nourish the quality of our future.

Georgia Wanee Scott 
Reference Librarian 
Tehama County Library

*A star next to a name indicates this individual is a hero 
suggested by a member of our community.



Chew Pack Lan was born in 
Canton China in 1902 just one 
year before his father Chew 
You would move from Los 
Angeles to Red Bluff, California. 
During this time, it was not 
safe for his family to reside 
in China because they were 
Christians. In 1916, it took the 
entire community of Red Bluff, 
including many notable families, 
to release Dick Chew and his 
mother from Angel Island 
which was an immigration 
detention center from 1910 until 
1940. Dick was only 14 years 
old when he would be subject 
to several interrogations at 
the Angel Island incarceration 
center.  However, the successful 
petition from folks such as Red 
Bluff Mayor W. L. Bransford, 
Cone and Kimball Company’s 

Gorham 
K. King, Red Bluff National 
Bank’s President, T. H. Ramsey, 
and many others gave the Chew 
family entrance into the land of 
opportunity. Dick never forgot.

The Act of May 6, 1882 banned 
Chinese people like Dick from 
becoming citizens so he was 
unable to serve in the war. But 
he was very much a Chinese 
American at heart and he never 
forgot to honor those who 
sacrificed everything. During 
the Great Depression between 
late 1920’s and 1930’s, Dick 
would turn no one away from 
the California Cafe hungry. 
His children, Jane and Ken 
recollected that while at the 

California 
Cafe, how sensitive their dad 
was to the needy who did not 
have cash to pay for their meals. 

He came to this great country 
during a time that not only 
restricted his entry but caused 
him to be wrongfully detained, it 
was the community of Red Bluff 
that set things right. Dick would 
be the first in his family to own 
property, to run a business, and 
to become a naturalized citizen. 
It was because of Dick that his 
once very poor family would 
rise to good circumstances. And 
no matter what the societal 
circumstances, the Chew 
family always gave back. 

dicK cHew/ 
cHew PacK LaN*  

(1902-1971)

SUGGested 
aCtiVity

Visit the Tehama 
County Library to 

learn more about the 
Chew family and the 

Chinese presence 
and participation in 

Tehama County history.



George Champlin, a pioneer Rotarian, became 
the first president of Red Bluff Rotary #1768 in 
1924. He was “Sold! Boots, body and breeches 
on the idea of service,” and that the Rotary 
was the proper club to make this happen in 
his community. If George had been consulted 
in the matter, he would have been born in 
California, a native son. Although his parents 
were residents of Red Bluff for a number of 
years before his birth, he entered this world 
while his mother, an Indiana native, was visiting 
there and arrived in Red Bluff ten weeks later.

After completing grammar school locally, 
George took the course “laid down” in a Red 
Bluff academy conducted by Gans and Crawford, 
and, at seventeen entered a private school 

at Belmont, 
attending for 
four years, then 
transferring 
to Stanford 
University in 
1891. Leaving 
Stanford in his 
sophomore 
year, he went 
into the sheep 

business with 
his father, who 
at that time 
was a partner 
in the business with 
Senator Stanford. George managed the flocks 
for five years, leaving to enter government 
service in internal revenue; and later for 
twelve years he was a store keeper in Vina.

In 1915 he bought the Elias D. Gardner business 
in Red Bluff which provided fire insurance, 
giving George his Rotary classification. As club 
president, George took to the highways and 
byways of Rotary gathering information and 
attending meetings of Rotary clubs in various 
cities including Santa Rosa, Chico, Oroville 
and Redding. Seeing them in action, he steered 
his home club into one of the best in the state. 

The charter members of Red Bluff Rotary 
were an outstanding group with their early 
activities indicating a staunch dedication 
to Rotary’s ideals and obligations. After 
listening to speakers explain the needs of the 
community they took action, contributing 
money and time to the Boy Scouts and to various 
charities; and also becoming involved in the 
development of Lassen National Park. It was 

GeOrGe BeeCher 
cHaMPLIn 
(1871-1928)



decided upon unanimously at the organization 
meeting that the emblem of the Red Bluff 
club would be Lassen Peak and their official 
publication was to be called Lassen Lava. 

Initially, their meetings were held at the Elks’ 
Lodge and then the Masonic Hall before settling 
at the Opera House block at the corner of Oak 
and Washington Streets. Talks were given 
relevant to the club’s role in the community at 
the time. 

Member Clarence Storm talked of Boy Scout 
work and Arthur Conard (club member and 
proprietor of the Tremont Hotel) spoke of the 
progress of Lassen National Park’s appropriation 
in Congress. Champlin ever constant, reported 
on his trips made in the past week and 
with “Service Above Self” he maintained his 
continued dedication to make the charter a 
valuable support to the community he loved.

SUGGested aCtiVities
Consider offering service to your 

community by becoming a member 
of the Red Bluff Rotary Club 

https://www.redbluffrotary.org/

Visit the Tehama County Library 
archival collection which holds a 

bound volume of Lassen Lava Vol 1. 
1924-1925 and read more about the 

history of the Red Bluff Rotary.



The Ancient and Honorable 
Order of E Clampus 
Vitus (ECV) is a fraternal 
organization dedicated to the 
preservation of the heritage 
of the American West; with 
chapters in California, Nevada, 
Arizona, Colorado, Utah, 
Washington, Idaho, Oregon, 
Montana and Outposts in other 
western states. E Clampus 
Vitus languished in the east, 
and sprang forth into fullness 
when it was introduced into 
California during the gold rush. 
Each chapter 
or outpost 
engages in 
activities to 
enshrine in the 
memory of the 
area’s residents 
the history 
of the past.

The object 
of the local 
Lassen Loomis 
Chapter 
1914 is to 
preserve, mark and assist 
in the restoration of and 
discovery of sites and events 

of historical interest in those 
areas; to awaken the populace 
to the wonders and deeds 
of the past; and to permit 
each member to partake of 
the spirits of the order; and 
to continually improve the 
image of E Clampus Vitus. 

All Clampers swear to “take 
care of widows and orphans—
especially the widows.” In 
reality their degree of 
success as an asset within 
their territory is measured 

by: The many thank you 
notes in their files from 
kids that were sent to camp, 

Christmas and Thanksgiving 
programs supporting the 
communities they serve, 
cutting firewood for those in 
need, sponsoring local athletes, 
working with local historical 
groups, building wheelchair 
ramps, and the interface 
with community events.

The prime requisites to 
becoming a Clamper are a 
sense of humor, an interest 
in Western history, an open 
mind, and a cast iron stomach. 

If a man has those 
qualities, and strikes 
up a friendship 
with a Clamper or 
two, he may find 
himself taken into 
(and by) the ancient 
and Honorable 
Order. But one can’t 
simply walk up and 
say, “Can I be a 
Clamper?” It is for 
the Brethren of ECV 
to invite prospective 
members to join. 

And if a man is asked, he should 
know that the invitation is 
only given once. If it is refused, 

e cLaMPUS VitUS*  
(1845-Present)
LASSEN LOOMIS 1914 
(2004/6009 Clamper Year-Present)



SUGGested 
aCtiVity

Visit these historical 
sites plaqued by 

Lassen Loomis 1914:

2004 Nobles Emigrant 
Trail, XNGH Jack Rose

2005 Old Station 
Post Office, XNGH 

Arthur Johnson

2006 Klub Klondike, 
XNGH John Eshom

2007 Miners Inn 
(Liersch House), XNGH 

Richard Sweirstra/
XNGH Tom Carrier

2008 Hotel Maywood, 
XNGH Mark Scott

2009 Inwood School, 
XNGH Sherman Sharits

2010 Moore’s 
Blacksmith Shop, 

XNGH Larry Busby

2011 Viola Lumber 
Company, XNGH 

Wayne Adams

it is never tendered again. But a man of any 
intelligence and character so invited would 
hardly be likely to turn down such an honor. 
And remember, as the Brethren of E Clampus 
Vitus maintain, Clampers are not made, they’re 
born. Like gold, they just have to be discovered. 

The Noble Grand Humbug, the title assumed 
immediately after the yearly election of officers, 
is entrusted to choose and plaque a historical 
building or site within the chapter’s territory. 



Sydney Silverman, born to Moz and Essie 
Silverman in Helena, Montana was and will 
always be, The Farmer’s Wife. Her family were 
Montana pioneers, both sets of grandparents 
arriving there in the 1880’s. A former San 
Francisco reporter turned Tehama County prune 
grower, Mrs. Lindauer had been a Red Bluff Daily 
News columnist for 47 years, with The Farmer’s 
Wife being a weekly opinion page fixture. 
Previously, her column Dairyville Diary appeared 
in the Corning Daily Observer for eleven years. 

Her Farmer’s Wife column won her the Farm 
Bureau Federation’s first life achievement for 
agriculture reporting in 1993 and she was also 
the Tehama County Farm Bureau’s Media Person 
of the Year. “As a newspaper reporter, she was 
thoroughly professional, an outstanding source 
of information,” according to Bill Goodyear 

former Daily News editor. Sydney expressed 
her views, about agriculture and various 
topics in a classically popular column with the 
constant feedback from her readers as proof.

“She made such an imprint on this town and 
her friends…being on the school board, the 
hospital board and various committees; an 
outstanding spirit for the community.”

As a little girl, Sydney saw the horse-drawn 
fire engine racing through the streets ringing 
its bell to announce the end of World War I 
and the Indian who appears on the buffalo 
nickel, was one of her father’s friends. She 
graduated from Lewis and Clark High School 
in Spokane and Mills College in Oakland. 
Denied the opportunity to serve as the editor 
of the high school newspaper because 

Sydney FLOrence 
SiLVermaN LiNdaUer  
(1909-2005)



she was a girl, she became 
editor of the newspaper at 
Mills, a women’s college.

 Graduating in 1931, at the 
heart of the Depression, she 
saw bread lines and veterans 
selling apples in the streets. 
Sydney was hired by the San 
Francisco News who also 
opened its building to give 
goods to the poor and solicited 
donations from its readers 
through stories on down-and-
out-people; she was put in charge and became a 
sob sister, writing stories about desperate people.

Sydney became Mrs. George Lindauer in 1933 
and moved to Red Bluff to farm. In the late 
1930’s, the city girl turned farmer wrote part 
time for the Daily News as Sally Tehama and 

later launched the Dairyville 
Diary, followed by The 
Farmer’s Wife. She was a true 
farmer and an integral part 
of Lindauer River Ranch.

The highlights of her extensive 
service to her community 
include: Twenty years on the 
Juvenile Justice Commission, 
nine on the St. Elizabeth 
Community Hospital board, 
charter member of the Pink 

Ladies, the Red Bluff Union 
High School board and the RBUHS Performing 
Arts Center committee. In her column, Sydney 
had a trademark saying for a job well done “Up 
with a flag” Sydney Lindauer, for a life well lived.

SUGGested 
aCtiVities
Visit the Tehama 

County Library where 
you can read columns 
of The Farmer’s Wife 

in bound volumes from 
the late 1960’s through 

the 1990’s located in 
the library archive. 



raLph GoInGs*  
(1928–2016)
Ralph Goings was born to working class family 
in Corning, California, grew up during the Great 
Depression and known as America’s Vermeer. 
His paintings of everyday American life say a lot 
about the artist himself and his family history, 
one decidedly marked by the poverty of the 
Great Depression era. He painted matter-of-fact, 
precisely rendered snapshots of the American 
working class lifestyle, dignified and poetic.

Closely associated with the Photorealism 
movement of the late 1960s and early 1970s; 
he was best known for his highly 

detailed paintings of hamburger stands, pick-up 
trucks and diners, portrayed in a deliberately 
objective manner. Goings was exposed to art 
and painting in a freshman high-school art class, 
and inspired by his discovery of Rembrandt 
at his local library. His 
aunt encouraged him to 
draw, and bought him 
books and instructional 
materials. He began 
painting using paint 
from 



the local hardware store, 
and old bed sheets when 
canvas was unavailable.

Goings created a niche for 
himself in the Photorealist 
movement by creating 
paintings that didn’t just 
fool the eye or ponder the 
effects of light on various 
surfaces, but also explored the 
surrounding visual culture. 
Photorealists use a photograph 
or several photographs to 
gather information to create 
their paintings and it can 
be argued that the use of a 
camera and photographs is 
an acceptance of Modernism…

Photorealists however, were 
much more influenced 
by the work of Pop artists 
and were reacting against 
Abstract Expressionism.

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Discover Rembrandt 
and other inspirational 

fine artists (as Ralph 
Goings did in high 

school), by visiting your 
local Tehama County 

Library in Corning, Red 
Bluff or Los Molinos.

Visit Ralph Goings 
webpage at  http://

ralphlgoings.com/ to 
view his paintings and 
learn more about this 

remarkable artist.



eUGeNe F. “GeNe” Serr IiI*  
(1925-2019)
Gene Serr was born in Yuba City, CA and 
grew up in Stockton and Davis, where his 
father Eugene F. Serr, Jr. was professor of 
pomology at UC Davis, directing the extensive 
walnut-breeding program of which the Serr 
variety of walnut was a product, and now 
occupies 12% of all California walnut acreage.

Gene joined the Marine College Training 
Program in 1943 and was sent to UC Berkeley, 
receiving a degree in civil engineering and a 
commission in 1946. After receiving a master’s 
degree in irrigation engineering at Colorado 
State University, most of his career 
was with 

the California Department of Water Resources 
in Sacramento and Red Bluff, California. 

Early in his career Gene was with the Bureau 
of Reclamation, where he helped plan Casitas 
and Twitchell dams in Southern California. 
In Red Bluff and Sacramento, he was 
involved in investigations, project planning 
and administration of special programs 
such as flood plain management; coming 
to Red Bluff in 1966 when the Northern 
District office of DWR was established 
and retired in 1988 as a senior engineer.



After retirement, Gene’s main 
interest became local and 
California history. He was 
active in Tehama County 
Genealogical and Historical 
Society and served as editor 
or co-editor of their annual 
yearbook, Memories, for 
eleven years. He wrote 
many articles for Memories, 
beginning in 1985, and 
was a co-author and editor 
of Tehama County, 1856-
2006, 150 Years of Photos 
and History. Gene was a 
life-long library patron and 
supportive Friend of the 
Tehama County Library. He 
also served as a regional vice-
president of the Conference 
of California Historical 
Societies, a member of several 
historical organizations. 

Books written by Gene Serr:

Tales From Ishi Country 2012 
written by Gene Serr is a 
collection of articles about 
Ishi Country and what has 
happened there since 1850. 
New material and part reprints 
from past Tehama County 
Memories, a publication 
of the Tehama County 
Genealogical Society; the 
book is divided into Indian 
Tales, Trail Tales, Lumbering 
and Flume Tales, and More.

Mineral-Mill Creek Place 
Names 2015 written by 
Gene Serr is an informative 
booklet that explains the 
history behind place names 
in Mineral, Mill Creek 
and the Childs Meadows 
areas of Tehama County. 

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Visit your local Tehama 
County Library archive 

which houses all 
volumes of the Tehama 
County Genealogical 

and Historical Society 
publication Memories 

(1983-present) and check 
out a book written by 

local historian Gene Serr.

Visit the Tehama 
County Genealogical 

and Historical Society 
website at: http://www.

tcghsoc.org/ where 
you can purchase past 

publications of Memories 
and many books written 

by local historians.



heLeN taNner BrOdt*   
(1838–1908)
Helen Tanner was born in 1838 in New York. An 
astounding artist, she trained at the National 
Academy of Design in New York City before 
meeting her husband, Aurelius W. 
Brodt. In 1863, the Brodts moved 
west and settled in Red Bluff 
where Helen worked 
as a schoolteacher 
and continued 
to practice art.

The following 
summer after 
coming to Red 
Bluff, Helen 
and Aurelius 
were camping 
near Lassen 
Peak when 
a nearby 
climbing party 
spotted the 
smoke from their 
fire. The party 
lead was Major 
Pierson B. Reading an 
esteemed pioneer who 

also owned a 

mining claim with Kendall Bumpass in the 
Lassen area. Reading invited them to join his 
party and on August 28th., Helen Brodt became 

the first white woman to summit 
Lassen Peak. Reading was so 

impressed with her that he 
named a small alpine 

lake south of Lassen’s 
summit; Lake Helen, 

a glacial lake or a 
tarn occupying 
a cirque at 
around 8,200 
feet. Aurelius 
wrote about 
the summit 
in a letter to 

his mother:

“…last week 
Helen and 

myself climbed 
and stood upon 

the very top of 
Lassen’s 



Peak, eleven thousand feet above 
the level of the ocean. It was a 
thrilling adventure—we walked 
over snow and ice that had 
probably laid there for centuries—
we found a crater in active 
operation, sending up vast clouds 
of sulphuorous steam and making 
a deafening roar, similar to an 
immense steam engine blowing 
off steam.” …” We found a beautiful 
little lake near the top of the 
mountain, which was named Lake 
Helen, after my wife, she being the 
first white woman that ever saw it.” 

After living in Red Bluff, the 
Brodts moved to Berkeley and 
then Oakland, where, in 1867, 
Helen was the first art teacher 
of Arthur Matthews, a renowned 
California artist best known for 
her landscapes of western scenes 
and pioneer portraits; including 
a portrait of John Brown. Her 
paintings won awards at the 
New Orleans Exposition in 1880 
and the Chicago World’s Fair in 
1893. Twenty-five years following 
her death, an exhibit featuring 
Tanner Brodt’s work was displayed 
at Lassen National Park. And in 
1933 Helen’s daughter Ethel had 
a plaque erected in the Park to 
commemorate her summit climb 
and the naming of Lake Helen. 

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Visit Lassen Volcanic 
National Park, the 

location of Lake Helen.

Visit the Tehama County 
Library and check out 
a park pass which can 

be used as a vehicle 
pass for the state 

parks in California.



cHarLeS SatCheLL 
GraFFeLL    
(1850-1931)
Who was that black blacksmith hammering out 
a living for his family in early Red Bluff? Charles 
Satchell Graffell stood tall in his iron-working 
shop at a time when many other “colored” men 
were crouched low shining white men’s boots 
or doing stoop labor in farm fields. Red Bluff’s 
Main Street was the center of his world in 
that Post Civil War era. Flames from his forge 
could be seen heating iron to a red glow and 
the sounds of his sledge hammer could be 
heard beating the glowing metal into shape for 
tools or horse shoes or whatever needed. He 

could be seen wearing a 

leather apron to ward off the hot sparks flying 
from the striking surface of his sturdy anvil.

Charles Graffell entered this world at the same 
time that California entered the Union. He 
was born free in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1850, the 
same year that California became the 31st state. 
Cincinnati, in Pre-Civil War days, was a hostile 
city for black people, free or slave, to try to 
call home. Many fled to Canada to escape the 
harsh life while others headed west, including 
six-year-old Charles and his mother. At age 14, 
young Graffell heeded President Lincoln’s call 

for volunteers and joined the 
California 



Cavalry. In the Union Army he learned 
to shoe horses for the cavalry which led 
to learning the blacksmith trade. 

In 1878 he accompanied a friend to Red Bluff and 
decided to stay. Putting his skills to work, Charles 
opened a blacksmith shop on the west side of Main 
Street; a short distance north of Walnut Street. 
Blacksmith shops were places of high importance in 
the years Graffell was in Red Bluff with riding horses, 
buggy horses, and freight horses to shoe. There were 
iron tires to set, and plow shares to sharpen. It was 
before the days of arc welding, and most all work was 
done in the blacksmith shop. Blacksmith Graffell was 
spoken of highly as being “one of the best around.”

Charles Graffell’s service to the community extended 
beyond his skills as a smith. He was also a Veterinary 
Dentist “familiar with all the diseases of the horse’s 
head caused by bad teeth” Holding a 
strong belief in the value and healing 
power of herbs, roots and folk medicine 
to cure ailments and reduce pain, he 
treated himself and his family as well as 
injured and sick animals. This knowledge 
served him well, having good health 
and reaching the ripe old age of 80.

Graffell’s descendants are as prevalent 
in Tehama County as his community 
contributions and service. He and wife 
Harriett bore seven children including 
Jesse, father of the late Marty Graffell. 

Charles S. Graffell, Civil War veteran, 
died at home on Jackson Street nine 
hours after falling ill. His burial was 
at Oak Hill Cemetery where a firing 
squad in command of Col. E. A. 
Lewis, and composed of the Spanish 
War veterans, fired a salute over 
his grave while Taps sounded.

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Visit the blacksmith shop at 
William B. Ide Adobe State 

Historic Park in Red Bluff, CA to 
learn more about this profession 
so vital to early Tehama County.

Visit Charles Graffell’s grave in 
the Veteran’s Circle at Oak Hill 

Cemetery in Red Bluff where 
in October, 1865 the citizens 
of Red Bluff placed what was 
said to be the first monument 

in the state of California to the 
just fallen Abraham Lincoln.



maurICe (marTY) GraFFeLL*   
(1928-2003)

rUtH eLIZaBeTh (LiZ) 
NoLeN GraFFeLL* (1929-2014)
Marty Graffell was born in Seattle, Washington 
on December 4, 1928, however, his roots 
are steeped in Tehama County history. His 
grandfather Charles came to Red Bluff in 1880; 
a veteran of the 
Civil War and also 
in the party that 
escorted the widow 
of abolitionist John 
Brown to the town of 
Red Bluff where she 
would later settle.

All his life Marty 
grew up hearing the 
stories about Red 
Bluff from his father 
Jesse, his aunts and 
his uncles; and told 
himself that someday 
he was going to take 
a trip there and see 
his heritage. Upon 
retirement he and 
his wife Liz looked 
for a place to settle 
and decided to build 
their home in Tehama 
on the Sacramento River moving there in 1986.

When settled, Liz became active in the 
museum serving as treasurer and also served 

on the board of directors for the Tehama Arts 
Council while Marty lent his maintenance 
skills to the museum, often joking that he 
was the entire maintenance department. 

Marty continued to carry 
on the Graffell family 
tradition of serving the 
community, specifically 
with his contributions 
to the Tehama Museum. 
He was instrumental in 
the planning process 
of the annual Tehama 
Museum Jubilee and 
getting the museum 
annex built; dedicated 
as the Marty Graffell 
Annex in 2009. A 
facility like no other 
in the county, it was 
an addition to the 
museum originally 
built in 1859, the 
fourth oldest building 
in Tehama County. 
Adding to his service 

as a museum board member, Graffell 
was also on the Tehama City Council, the Mayor 
and Water Commissioner of Tehama, and 
president of the Central Tehama Kiwanis Club.



Liz began her service and dedication to 
community and country shortly after 
high school as a member of the Wings 
Over Jordan Choir, a gospel group that 
traveled throughout the United State and 
Canada. They also sang on CBS Radio and 
entertained WWII troops. She released 
three music CD’s and gave a number of 
north State performances from the Tehama 
Museum Jubilee to singing the national 
anthem at a San Francisco Giants game 
representing the Central Tehama Kiwanis.

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Visit the Tehama Museum, a 
civilization museum, in the 
city of Tehama, California.

Attend the annual Tehama 
Museum Jubilee.



PrIsciLLa 
GreeNe 
dUFFIeLd  
(1918-2009) 
 
Priscilla Greene was born in Berkeley in 1918, 
and grew up in Corning, California. She entered 
the University of California, 
where she obtained a degree 
in political science. After 
graduation, she studied and 
travelled in New York and 
Europe before returning 
to Berkeley, where she 

got a job as 

secretary to Ernest O. Lawrence, the director 
of the Radiation Laboratory at the University 
of California, in February 1942. Priscilla 
worked on the Manhattan Project during 
World War II, with J. Robert Oppenheimer 
at the Los Alamos Laboratory. After the 
war she was executive assistant to directors 
of Scripps Institute of Oceanography and 
the National Accelerator Laboratory.

When the office moved from Santa Fe to Los 
Alamos, Greene became the office manager, 
greeting visitors and answering the telephone. 
She would listen in on all of Oppenheimer’s 

calls and take notes, except 
when the director of the 
Manhattan Project, Brigadier 
General Leslie R. Groves, Jr, 
told her to get off the line.

While Oppenheimer gets 
much credit for keeping the 
entire bomb project in his 
head, it was actually Greene 

who managed 

SUGGested 
aCtiVity

Learn more about the 
Manhattan Project at your 

Tehama County Library



the director’s office and kept it organized; 
it was Greene who took notes on phone 
conversations and managed the correspondence 
with far-flung sites; it was Greene who 
helped Oppenheimer, a man who had never 
managed anything in his life, stay on top of 
the innumerable tasks assigned to him. 

In 1943 at the home of a friend, 
Greene married Robert Duffield, a 
chemist working on the project, 
with a local judge conducting 
the ceremony. Because of the 
project’s security, the judge wasn’t 
allowed to know the surnames 

of the couple and no family could attend except 
Greene’s brother whom she had recruited to work 
on the project as a technician. When Duffield 
became pregnant, she wanted to quit working, 
but the demands of the project were so great that 
Oppenheimer kept refusing her requests. He 

eventually recruited a replacement.

Upon retirement in Norwood, 
Colorado Priscilla became 
active in that community, and 
served on the board for the 
Uncompahgre Medical Clinic 
there for many years.



daNnY On*  
(1924-1979)
Danny was born May 11, 1924 in Red Bluff, California. He served as a paratrooper with 
the 101st Airborne Division during World War II and in December 1944, during the 
historic Battle of the Bulge in Bastogne, Belgium, he was severely injured; hit with 
shrapnel in the right shoulder. 

In 1946, the Siskiyou Smokejumper Base located in Cave Junction, Oregon 
trained 24 new smokejumpers; most were WWII veterans, including Danny. A 
smokejumper is an elite and self-sufficient firefighter that parachutes into fires 
in rugged terrain. Danny first fought for his nation and came home to fight 

to protect the nation’s public lands. The work was extremely arduous 
requiring excellent physical condition and mental alertness.

He jumped for the Siskiyou National Forest during the ‘46, ’47, ’52, and 
’53 seasons, while earning a Bachelor’s Degree in 1950 and 

a Master’s Degree in Forestry in 1952. Upon receiving his 



degree, Danny was encouraged by Forest 
Service colleagues to apply for a position 
in timber management and received 
a permanent appointment from the 
Siskiyou National Forest. He then went 
on to work for the Deschutes National 
Forest, Kootenai National 
Forest, and eventually 
joined the Flathead 
National Forest in 
Montana as a silviculturist. 

When Danny On began 
his career with the Forest 
Service in the mid-1940’s 
the nation was grappling 
with racial segregation 
and discrimination. His 
story is about a man 
beloved by his local 
community, respected 
as a talented Forest 
Service silviculturist, 
and sought after for his 
skills in photography. He 
was recognized by the Asian Pacific 
American Employees Association as 
the 1st. Asian Pacific American Forest 
Service Smokejumper; an exceptional, 
charismatic and passionate adventurer 
who immersed himself in exploring 
the public lands that he managed.

Danny always shared his knowledge with 
others, especially in photography and 
skiing. He spent numerous weekends 
on nature photography trips and 
amassing thousands of photos in his 
portfolio. As a powder hound who often 

sought out backcountry caches, but also 
loved bombing down a ski run. He was 
enjoying a snowy ski day alone at the 
Big Mountain Ski Resort (now Whitefish 
Resort) on January 21, 1979 and fell into 
a tree well – a depression formed around 

a tree trunk, and was 
found the next morning 
head first trapped in 
snow. He was just 54.

Danny’s colleagues at 
Flathead National Forest 
have honored him with a 
memorial -- a nature trail 
named for him on Big 
Mountain. The Danny 
On National Recreation 
Trail opened in 1981 
and receives more than 
15,000 visitors annually.

SUGGested 
aCtiVity

Visit the Tehama County 
Library and check out 

Plants of Waterton-
Glacier National Parks 

and the Northern Rockies 
and also Along the Trail: 
A Photographic Essay of 

Glacier National Park 
and the Northern Rocky 

Mountain. Published 
in 1979 and 1980, 

these books contain 
photographs Danny took 

during several trips to 
Glacier National Park. 



Captain Snell was a larger than life individual 
who influenced firefighters and untold 
others throughout our community. As past 
president of the Red Bluff Fire Fighters 
Association, Larry was a 35-year member of 
the Red Bluff Fire Department, starting as 
an ROP student, and working his way up the 
ladder to firefighter and eventually captain. 

He was a member of the Tehama County 
Photography Club and a steadfast local 
historian. Snell’s knowledge led to the location 

of many pre-Gold Rush features. He 
was instrumental in the 

identification of Sutter Grist Mill in 
Sacramento, the William B. Ide Sawmill, south 
of Red Bluff, and his effects on the Rancho 
Bosquejo project of Peter Lassen are priceless. 
These are but a sampling of his historical 
accomplishments in the North State.

One sees acts of human kindness in action every 
day with many examples in every community. 
In the Red Bluff Community Fire Captain Larry 
Snell was heralded for his many acts of 
human kindness. With his passing, 
his colleagues remembered him for 
the many ways he gave back to the 
community during the 35 years he 
spent with the RBFD. Comrades 

who worked with Snell 
could all 

Fire Captain 

LarrY SneLL*  
(1962-2015)



account for the times he had been there for each 
of them, on duty and off. It’s an unwritten code; 
to help each other out in a bind, but Larry was 
special. One colleague shared that when he 
was called out of town for Hurricane Katrina, a 
major pipe broke at his house right after leaving. 
When his wife called to let him know, it was 
Snell that immediately responded to fix it. He 
added, “On another occasion, When I was to be 

discharged from the hospital after knee surgery, 
it was Larry that came to pick me up and carried 
me out in his arms.” Dr. Chris Louisell said that 
people are often brought to the emergency 
room with the assistance of fire personnel, 
but noticed specifically Snell’s unusual level 
of care and concern for those patients.

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Learn more about the Red Bluff 
Fire Department by visiting their 
website at http://www.rbfd.org/ 

Consider participating 
is the Red Bluff Fire 

Department’s Citizen Ride-
Along program which 

provides the non-firefighting 
citizen an opportunity to 

become acquainted with the 
duties of the Red Bluff Fire 

Department personnel. Find 
the application at: http://www.

rbfd.org/document.html 



Bob was born in Los Angeles in 1944, and when 
he was three his family moved to a farm in the 
Missouri Ozarks. They returned to California 
when Bob was 15, and after graduating from 
San Jose State University 
he attended UC Berkeley 
graduate school.

His 30-year career as 
a California State Park 
Ranger began in 1970 
as a ranger on Angel 
Island State Park, and 
then transferring to 
Sonoma County. There, 
he co-created an 
environmental music 
program, Parson 
Jones, that traveled 
state wide. In 1980 
Bob came to Tehama 
County, transferring 
to William B. Ide 
Adobe State Historic 
Park in Red Bluff.

As a State Park 
ranger he pioneered programs that 
made nature and history more accessible and 
engaging to the public. During his 25 years 
as the ranger at Ide Adobe, Bob brought 
the 1850’s to life. His interpretive programs 
allowed the community to experience the 
sights, sounds, tastes and joys of pioneer life. 
He launched Ide Adobe Day and the Adobe 
Ferry Champion Horseshoe Pitchers Contest, 
and continued developing the park’s other 
living history programs which included the 

Pioneer Christmas Celebration, a community 
barn-raising, living history programs for 
elementary students, and the high school 
docent program; himself serving many years 
on the board of Red Bluff High School

Bob conceived and 
helped launch the 
Ide Adobe Players, 
a Gold Rush era 
band which played 
authentic period music 
at Ide Adobe and other 
historic sites. After 
his retirement from 
State Parks in 2000, he 
contracted with the 
state as the producer of 
Mining is a Hard Kind 
of Labor, a CD of Gold 
Rush music by the group.

Bob embarked on a 
second career as a digital 
photographer after his 
retirement as a State 
Park ranger. He launched 
Bob Grace Enterprises, a 

small business offering consulting, business 
services and photography and in that capacity 
provided photography for four books, countless 
newspaper and magazine articles and various 
web sites. He captured natural and cultural 
images, traveling throughout the United States, 
Central America, and Southeast Asia with 
wife Beverly; his photographs winning prizes 
in several international photo competitions. 
Sharing his passion for photography with the 

roBerT c. GraCe*   
(1944–2021)



SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Visit William B. Ide Adobe 
State Historic Park in 
Red Bluff, California.

Visit the Tehama County 
Library and check out 
Mastering dSLR and 

Mirrorless Cameras: A 
Comprehensive Guide 
written by Bob Grace.

community, as he’d shared his passion for nature 
and history, Bob taught photography courses and 
workshops and also authored books on digital 
photography techniques and on his travels. 
He was a founding member of the Tehama 
County Photo Club, and was instrumental in 
bringing an international photography contest, 
Images from A Glass Eye, to Tehama County.



eVereTt FreemaN*      
(1931–2011)
Everett Freeman’s life illustrates everything 
that is clear—and complicated—about being 
Native in America today. Born in Butte City, 
California, in 1931, Everett was raised by his 
uncles and medicine man grandfather and grew 
up traveling in the migratory patterns typical 
of agricultural workers during the Dust Bowl 
era. Honoring his American citizenship, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1949, and it was 
ten years later that he and all Nomlaki were 
stripped of their Indian sovereignty by the 
same American government he had served.

After weathering the Indian relocations of 
the mid-20th Century by refusing to leave 
northern California, Freeman instead pursued 
a career with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

(BIA), working as a 

foreman on road construction projects across 
the state; helping the Rancherias build the 
infrastructure guaranteed by federal legislation.

Upon retiring 1990, Freeman decided it 
was time to get the Tribe back. Seeking 
assistance from Nomlaki kin, as well as from 
government officials and others, and refusing 
to take “no” for an answer, Freeman built a 
groundswell among Nomlaki who had longed 
for recognition of their true heritage and a 
return to their aboriginal lands in and around 
Tehama County. In 1994, he testified before 
the U.S. Congress, successfully calling for 
the re-recognition of the Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki Indians. He led the newly organized 
Tribal government for the next 15 years,

instigating actions that took land into trust in 
record time, and 

launched a 



series of investment businesses that turned the 
traditional model of reservation 
economics upside down---
securing a world with promise 
for future generations. 

Freeman’s public legacy 
includes developing an annual 
grant from the Rolling Hills 
Development Foundation 
supporting leadership and 
community values in Northern 
California, the naming of a 
portion of I-5 to the Nomlaki 
Highway, and a county 
road recently re-named as 
Everett Freeman Way.

In 2011, Everett Freeman, Chairman 
of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians in

Northern California from 1994 until 
his death in 2010, was posthumously 
selected to receive the prestigious Eagle 
Spirit Award from the 

American Indian Film Institute (AIFI). He was 
honored for the contributions he 

made by leading the charge 
to obtain re-recognition 
by the federal government, 
restoring sovereign status 
to the Tribe and cultivating 
a forward-thinking 
economic infrastructure 
to support a bright future 
for the Nomlaki Tribe.

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Visit Corning, California 
and view the murals 

on Solano Street 
representing the 

Nomlaki Tribe and 
Native American culture.

Visit the Rolling Hills 
Casino and Resort in 
Corning, California 

rollinghillscasino.com/ 



red rocK      
(1980-1994)
Red Rock, a red brindle cross-bred bull, was 
born on a ranch near Sisters, Oregon. His 
mother died when he was born and the family 
brought him in off the pasture and put him 
on the family milk cow. He was named Red 
Rock, after a rock formation near the ranch. 

At age two, he was sold to Mert Hunking, an 
amateur rodeo stock contractor. Mert knew 
immediately that Red Rock was different 
than other bulls – he was smart, he could 
sense just what a bull rider was going to 
do, and he’d go the opposite way, throwing 
cowboys off, usually on the first turn out of 
the chute. Unlike other bulls, he wouldn’t 
go after the bull rider, he would just turn 
around and head for the stripping chute.

John Growney bought Red Rock sight 
unseen and knew 

him from his reputation as an unrideable 
bull, as well as being uncommonly gentle. 
Growney set eyes on him for the first time 
when they unloaded Red Rock in Red Bluff 
in 1984, when he became part of Growney 
Brothers Rodeo Company’s bucking string.

From 1984 to 1987, Red Rock bucked off every 
bull rider who tried him – 309 attempts. Among 
them were numerous World Champion Bull 
Riders including Lane Frost, 1987. Red Rock 
was awarded the title of Bucking Bull of 
the Year in ’87 and retired from competition 
at the end of the Finals while Frost had 
still not ridden the unrideable bull.

Over the winter Frost and Growney visited 
and early next spring it was decided that 
there would be a series of seven matches at 

seven different rodeos – The 
Challenge of the Champions 
– Red Rock vs. Lane Frost, the 
two 1987 World Champions 
one-on-one. The first was in 
Red Bluff April 17, 1988 with 
the crowd on its feet, clearly 
rooting for the hometown bull. 
Lane was promptly bucked 
off into the dirt. The second 
match took place in Clovis 
which left Frost in the dirt 
once again. Red Rock 2, Frost 
0. By the time the Redding 
Rodeo came in May Lane 
had studied videotapes and 
consulted with bull rider 
friends on how he could 
possibly stay on. There 



wasn’t an empty seat in the house when Red 
Rock blew out of the chute. Lane stayed with 
him, covering him jump for jump. At the end of 
eight seconds, he’d ridden Red Rock! Score 2-1.

In Livermore, and the next day in 
Sisters, Oregon, Red Rock’s 
hometown, Lane rode him 
again, score 2-3. The site of 
the sixth challenge event was 
St. Paul, Oregon where Lane 
hit the dirt; bringing the final 
event to Spanish Fork where 
the stands were standing room 
only. As they came out of the 
chute together Lane stayed 
on and won the Challenge 
of the Champions 4-3.

The Challenge was covered by more media 
than any event in rodeo history making Lane 
Frost and Red Rock heroes across the country. 
The following summer Frost died tragically in 
the arena and in 1990 he and Red Rock were 

inducted into the Pro Rodeo 
Hall of Fame. Red Rock is the 
third bucking bull ever to 
attain that honor. He was an 
ambassador for the sport of 
rodeo, making appearances, 
visiting schools, and a 
spokesbull for a local radio 
station until his death in 1994.

SUGGested 
aCtiVities

Attend the world famous 
Red Bluff Round-Up 
held in April, in Red 

Bluff, California.

Watch the movie 8 
Seconds, the story of Red 

Rock vs. Lane Frost.



tHIs VoLUme wouLd Not 
Be PoSsIBLe witHOUt 

tHe heroIC eFForTS OF OUr 
FrIeNdS OF tHe LiBrarY

Much of what we do is not without their 
unwavering support, as they continue to be 
champions dedicated to strengthening the 

library’s services and resources.

Please follow their Facebook page, and consider 
joining as a volunteer!


