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CORNING

Library grand reopening Monday

‘All are welcome’

On Monday, September 8, the Corning Library will celebrate its Grand Reopening, and the public is invited
to drop by to see the updated space.

The event will take place from 3-7 p.m. with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 5 p.m. It coincides with
International Literacy Day, and visitors are encouraged to get a library card and learn about the services
their local library provides.

There are a few finishing touches, like furniture items and art, that are slow to ship and will be added at a
later date, but otherwise, the building’s facelift is complete. Corning Public Works Director Eli Stanley
stated that the building was outdated, and the changes were intended to make it more welcoming and
accessible.

“The goal was just to make it more inviting,” Stanley said.

Stanley said planning for the updates dated back to at least 2014, and the city had past funds specifically
donated for library upgrades. The City of Corning also contributed to bringing the bathrooms up to date
and making them compliant with modern requirements.

The current location of the Corning Library was opened in 1974, County Librarian Alicia Meyer explained.
In addition to bathrooms that needed to be more accessible, items such as the carpet, paint, and built-in
shelving were also showing their age.

The flooring, ceilings, and lighting were all removed and updated, and the library also added a new
tutoring and meeting room. Free-standing shelving donated by the Corning Friends of the Library was
recently installed.

The new room has already been used by Tehama County Veterans Service Office staff for meetings while
the Veterans Memorial Hall is restored, and it opens up opportunities for classes and other community use,
Meyer said. The updated shelving units allow librarians to see across the whole library, and make it easier
for people to reach the highest and lowest shelves.

“In addition to modernizing the look of the library, these enhancements use the space more efficiently and
allowed us to add a teen area and update the children’s area so that educational toys are readily accessible
when our youngest patrons visit,” Meyer said.

Now that the library is accessible again, Meyer said they are working on getting the word out that
everything in the library — except for a small fee for printing and copying services — is free. The library’s
offerings extend beyond books to include movies, musical instruments, hiking gear and park passes.

“Additionally, the library is a safe place for everyone, and even folks who ‘don’t read’ are welcome to come
spend time enjoying the newly renovated space, whether that be to connect to our wifi, flip through a
magazine, attend a program, or just get out of the heat,” Meyer said. “All are welcome!”
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