Learn to mend at the Library Thursday
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The Red Bluff branch of the Tehama County Library will host a mending event to
encourage reuse of textile items. Heather Taylor/Daily News

BY HEATHER TAYLOR
HTAYLOR@REDBLUFFDAILYNEWS.COM

On Thursday, visitors to the Tehama County Library’s Red Bluff branch can learn how to
repair and reuse clothes and other textile items through a mending event, advertised to
make learning the skill “sew, sew easy.”

“The intention of this event is to empower our local community to repair their clothing
instead of just tossing it in the trash,” Paul Freund, Tehama County Solid Waste
Management Agency manager, said.
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Freund’s agency is a partner for the event, alongside the library and the nonprofit California
Product Stewardship Council. The solid waste agency administers a program called
“Tehama County Recycling Market Development Zone.” The zone incentive funds, which
Freund said can be similar to grant funding in that they can only be used certain ways, fund
projects including the mending workshop.

The projects help keep items out of the trash, but also extend their life and usefulness.

“I am really excited about this project as it provides tangible items our community can use
everyday to keep waste out of our landfill and save them money, which is vital for rural
underserved communities,” Freund said.

The event will also be about finding fun ways to repair clothes, Bani Dhaliwal of the
California Product Stewardship Council shared.

“We hope what attendees take away from this event is a newfound mindset and perspective
shift on finding creative, fun ways to bring their clothes back to life rather than believing
that it cannot be fixed and should be thrown away,” Dhaliwal said in an email. “Also, to
encourage community members to utilize the library and its resources!”

Dhaliwal’s colleague, Joanne Brasch of the stewardship council, said that while the
nonprofit works with organizations across the state, the Tehama Library is a leader and one
of the most active in the council’s repair and reuse network.

To continue the reuse and repair skill-building and mentality, Freund said his agency is also
providing a bicycle repair stand at the Red Bluff library location and a sewing machine for
future classes, among other resources.

The mending event will be beginner-friendly and hands-on. It will take place at the Red Bluff
library location, at 545 Diamond Ave, between 4 to 6 p.m. on Thursday. The event is for ages
8 and up, and attendees should bring an item they would like to repair.



